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MINUTES OF THE SAVOY SOCIETY’S NINETEENTH
AGM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 2009
AT THE TRAVELLERS CLUB, PALL MALL, LONDON
Present:
37
Apologies received: 12
Stuart Johnson welcomed the members present and thanked them for their attendance, as well as David Broadhead for hosting the AGM at The Travellers Club.
1. Apologies – 12 apologies for absence were received.

2. 2008 AGM Minutes – Stuart Johnson asked for comments on the 2008 AGM Minutes and they were duly approved.  Charlie Hutchings proposed and David Broadhead seconded.

3. Matters Arising 2007 AGM Minutes:   There were no matters arising from the 2008 AGM.  

4. Chairman’s Report – Stuart Johnson thanked the committee for their support during his two year tenure as Chairman.  He commented that the Society continues to attract new members with membership currently standing at 171.  He highlighted the three successful events held during the year:  The summer party at The Goring, the autumn dinner at the Travellers Club and the new members drinks party at the St. James’s Hotel and Club and expressed thanks to Graham Copeman, David Broadhead and Pam Carter for hosting these events and for their generous support.

He reported that The Savoy Society Mentoring Scheme outlined at last year’s AGM is now fully established with 13 mentors whom have attended a training day with the assessment day on the 16th June when, together with Springboard, the mentees will be matched with a mentor.  He advised that he would remain Chairman of the steering committee to drive the initiative forward.

David Broadhead was unanimously approved by a show of hands as the new Chairman.

DB thanked SJ for his hard work and driving The Society forward and thanked him for his tremendous work on the mentoring scheme.

5. Honorary Treasurer’s Report/Accounts
Mark Yates, Honorary Treasurer, went through his report and asked that members paid dues promptly and highlighted that in future various methods of payment were being considered such as PayPal and highlighted possible website changes.  

The Report and Accounts were approved following a proposal by Francis Watt and seconded by Andrew Phillips.

6. Membership:
Miles Pooley outlined the steady increase in membership from 160 in 2006, 158 in 2007; 166 in 2008 and that it currently stood at 171. There had been fourteen new members over the past twelve months and four members have resigned.  Sadly, he reported, one member, Gerhard Schaller had passed away.  There are four members who have been excluded for non payment of subscriptions in 2008 and now, 2009.
MP continued that there are 40 members who have outstanding subscriptions for 2009.  He reiterated that The Society is keen to expand the membership and encouraged all members to introduce potential new ones to The Society.

MP further confirmed that that annual fee for membership would be maintained at £20 with £15 for overseas members.

The report of the Membership Secretary was approved following a proposal by Peter Benn and being seconded by Cecilia Rydstrom.

7. Appointment of Trustees and Hon. Auditor
David Cawte agreed to continue as Hon. Auditor, this was proposed by Mark Yates and seconded by Stuart Johnson.

8. Election of Officers and Committee

Mark Yates confirmed that he would continue as Honorary Treasurer and membership for the coming year.  Proposed by Cecilia Rydstrom and seconded by Virginia Masser.

The Committee would continue and this was proposed by Simon Drummond Brady and seconded by Grant Berkeley.
9. Update on Savoy Society’s Website & Internet Communication
DB updated members present on the plans for a website which would enable in-house updates and therefore reduce the need for maintenance costs; it would also enable PayPal payments for member events.

10. Any Other Business
10.1 DB proposed that current employees of Maybourne Group should be allowed to join The Society and change the constitution.  It was agreed that this would be considered by the members.  

The proposal will be put to members and any future decision and change in constitution will need to be made and approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting.

10.2 Summer Party at Great Hallingbury Manor:

Show of hands for interest indicated that 35 members would like to attend.


10.3 Howard Field said that Fritz Kempf has had a very serious accident and is at present paralysed from the neck down and living in Berlin.

10.4 SJ said that the Mentoring Scheme now has huge foundations as it is funded to the tune of £6,500 and he is still chasing sponsorship.  As reported earlier in the Chairman’s Report, the mentoring training has taken place and thirteen applications have been received. The mentees assessment day will take place on the 16th June at the Waldorf Hilton when mentors and mentees will be matched and the scheme progressed.  In the future, SJ explained, the Master Innholders scheme might be dove tailed with The Savoy Society scheme, which will reflect well on the Society in the future.
The Meeting was closed at 19.00

No date for the next AGM meeting was discussed or agreed at the AGM.
